
Transition unit: 
comprehension, context, 

figurative devices.

Identity: My World and 
the World I’m In 

Identity: Origins of 
Storytelling

Villainy: Romeo and 
Juliet

Identity: High Five 
Reading

Discrimination: 
Noughts and Crosses

Oracy 
presentation: 

transition 
book

Writing: 
Character 

description

Transition unit: history of 
language and stories Transition unit: Reciprocal 

reader; written literacy recap.

Reading: 
Reading 
snapshot

Reading: close analysis of 
language and form.

Reading: exploring viewpoints; 
developing empathy; 

understanding identity.

Reading: 
close 

analysis

Reading: 
Reading 
snapshot

Writing: persuasive writing 
techniques

Reading: understanding the 
allegorical form 

Injustice: Crime and 
Consequence Poetry

Manipulation: 
Animal Farm

Displacement: Reading 
for Betterment

Reading: developing empathy; 
exploring persona 

understanding writer’s purpose; 
close analysis of language, form 

and structure.

Writing: structuring a newspaper 
report; features of an article.

Writing: formal letter writing; 
creating an argument.

Reading: features of a script; 
drama; character tracking.

Writing: 
persuasive 

speech

Writing: book 
review

Writing: news 
report

Writing: 
formal letter

Reading: 
close analysis 

of a poem.

Reading age 
review

Reading age 
assessment

Reading age 
review

Year 7 Curriculum

Key knowledge:

Idioms
symbolism
simile
fronted adverbials
context
Hubris
Hamartia
Tragedy
Catalyst
hyperbole
turning point
Allegory
anthropomorphism
propaganda 
manipulation
discourse markers
AFORREST
fragment
comma-splice
Conflict
metaphor
dramatic 
monologue
topic sentences
discrimination
prejudice
formal letter



Transition unit: 
comprehension, context, 

history of literature.

Story-Telling: Evolution 
of fiction

Tension: Narrative style

The Tempest: Power

Oracy: 
debate

Writing: 
Descriptive 

Writing

Reciprocal reader; written literacy 
recap; study of literary devices and 

their effect as a whole. Reading: evaluating relationships; 
tracking a character’s journey.

Reading: 
Reading 
snapshot

Writing: Descriptive 
techniques; effective grammar

Reading and writing: exploring 
themes in poetry.

Reading: 
Tracking the 
character’s 

development

Reading: 
Reading 
snapshot

Reading: exploring thematic 
links; evaluation character 

motivation

Humanity
Fear: The Gothic

Morality: Lord of the 
Flies 

Reading: tracking plot and 
tension, evaluating the 

unreliable narrator.

Writing: Gothic features, 
plot types.

Reading: consolidation of key 
skills; reading fiction and non-

fiction; historical context

Reading: evaluating 
controversy (past and 

present); High Five Reading.

Oracy: 
debate – 
character 
qualities

Writing: 
magazine 

article.

Writing: 
formal letter

Reading: 
exploding extract 
approach tracking 

character 
development.

Reading 
age review

Reading age 
assessment

Reading age 
review

Year 8 Curriculum

Key knowledge:

Evolution
Review
foreshadowing
Personification
Colonisation
Soliloquy
Tracking the text
Patriarchy
Enjambment
Caesura
Toulmin structure
Morality
Zoomorphism
Motif
Evaluate
Gothic
Atmosphere
Tension
Dramatic irony
Forensic analysis
Report
Controversial 
Duality

Conflict: Poetry

Conflict: Christmas 
Poetry

Reading: understanding 
poetic form; closer analysis of 

language. 

Writing: conflict in 
everyday life;  PAFT of 

articles.

Writing: 
report writing

Writing: non-fiction styles and 
techniques; research; campaigns.



Transition unit: evaluating 
morality and duality; 
developing empathy; 

appositives

Duality: Transition

Writing: 
Descriptive 

writing 
(setting and 

atmosphere). 

Reading: Victorian context; 
character motivation; critical 

evaluation. 
Writing: developing plot; 

flashbacks; characterisation. 

Reading: 
Critical 

evaluation 
of character.

Writing: Descriptive 
techniques; setting and 

atmosphere; juxtaposition.

Reading: analysing rhetoric in 
the real world; exploring 

viewpoints.

Writing: 
Gothic story 

writing

Reading: 
Responding 

to an unseen 
poem.

Persuasion: Love 
poetry

Reading: exploring different 
types of allusions; linking to 

knowledge of the world

Reading: tragedy (form); 
Jacobean context. Reading: understanding key  

themes; tracking character arcs; 
close analysis of key turning 

points.

Reading: context; writer’s 
background; annotation 

(language, structure, form).

Writing: 
incorporating 
allusions into 

creative 
writing.

Oracy: 
debate 
good or 

evil.

Exam: 
responding to 

a text; 
knowledge 

test.

Year 9 Curriculum

Key knowledge:

Duality
Devolution
Victorian context
Appositives
Misanthropy
Logos
Pathos
Ethos
Sonnet
Literary context
Guide
Tone
Dual narrative
Historical allusion
Biblical allusion
Classical allusion
Corruption

Introduction to 
Greek tragedy

Understanding: 
Allusions

Writing; the art of rhetoric; 
using a range of devices for 

effect;

Reading: close 
analysis of 

language, form 
and structure.

Corruption: 
Macbeth Corruption: 

Anthology Poetry

Duality: Jekyll and Hyde

Persuasion: Rhetoric

Writing: 
campaign 

speech

Reading: poetic devices; 
responding to unseen poetry; 

making thematic links.

Writing: healthy 
relationships; writing to 

advise.

Perspectives: Boys 
Don’t Cry

Reading: exploring themes; 
challenging stereotypes; the 

dual narrative.

Writing: 
guide 

writing.

Understanding: 
The Romantics 

Reading: introduction to the 
Romantic era and key poets 

of the time.



Back To The Future

Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Eduqas exam board
100% Examination 

assessed

GCSE English 
Language

Component 1: 20th 
Century Literature 

Reading and Creative 
Prose Writing.

Component 2: 19th 
and 21st Century 

Non-Fiction Reading
and Transactional/ 
Persuasive Writing

GCSE English 
Literature

Component 1:
Shakespeare and 

Poetry

Component 2:
Post-1914 

Prose/Drama, 19th 
Century Prose

and Unseen Poetry

A Christmas Carol Conflict Poetry
Nature and 

Place Poetry

An Inspector Calls

Dark Matter

Love Poetry

Fiction Comprehension

Narrative Writing

Macbeth Revision

Non-fiction 
Comprehension 

Transactional 
Writing

A Christmas Carol 
Revision

An Inspector Calls 
Revision

Anthology RevisionResponding to 
Unseen Poetry

Persuasive Writing

Transition Unit: recap key points 
Macbeth;  making links to poems;  

introduction to key context Social, historical 
and literary 

context.

Narrative 
writing 

techniques.

Essay skills: 
analysis and 
evaluation

Applying rhetoric 
to speeches and 

articles

Tracking 
character 

and theme.

Essay skills: 
analysis and 
evaluation

Annotation: 
language, 

structure, form

Social, historical 
and literary 

context.

Applying rhetoric 
to travel writing

Essay skills: 
comparison

Social, historical 
and literary 

context.

Narrative 
writing 

techniques.

Tracking 
character and 

theme.

The 
morality 

play

Essay skills: 
analysis and 
evaluation

Applying rhetoric 
to formal letter 

writing

Narrative 
writing 

techniques.

Retrieval
.

Analysis skills: 
forming 

impressions.

Analysis skills: 
writer’s craft.

Critical 
evaluation.

Transition 
point: first 
teaching to 

revisiting and 
refining

Narrative Article
Poetry 

comparison

Formal 
letter

Narrative Practise 
questions

Speech
Poetry 

analysis

Travel 
article

Narrative

Essays
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